


I. General Statement: 
A. Architectural character: The Sidna Allen House is a r i ch ly  

ornamented example of a r u r a l  Queen Anne s t y l e  house. 
B. Condition of the  fabric:  The house appears t o  be i n  r e l a t i ve ly  

sound s t ruc tu ra l  condition, but i t  i s  i n  need of some major and many minor 
repairs.  

CONDITION 

111. Description of the In t e r io r :  
A. Floor plan: Under i t s  decorated ex te r ior ,  t h i s  house r e t a in s  a 

t r ad i t i ona l  f l oo r  plan of a cen t ra l  h a l l  flanked by a room on e i the r  s ide.  
( In the e l l  the dining room i s  entered from the h a l l ,  and the  kitchen opens 
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11. Description of the  Exterior: 
A. Over-all dimensions: The ell-shaped, one-and-a-half-story house 

is three bays long. 
B. Foundation: Brick. 
C. Wall construction: Timber frame with white shingle. white 

weatherboarding, and large amounts of decorative wood trim. 
D. Porches: A one-story shed porch o r  veranda she l t e r s  the  e n t i r e  

west s ide  and a portion of the north s ide  of the house. The porch features 
a gazebo with a t a l l  conical roof a t  the  north elbow, and a balcony with 
balustrade above the c e n t r a l  bay. The porch balustrade and tha t  on the 
balcony a re  s imi la r  with a molded r a i l  and turned ba lus te rs .  Other 

"ornamentation includes Eastlake brackets,  a f r i eze  docorated with tongue- 
and-groove board s e t  a t  a for ty-f ive degree angle, and cu t  and pierced 
scalloping along the bottom of the cornice. A small one-bay porch with 
s imi la r  decoration occurs a t  t he  end bay of the  north s ide  of t h e  e l l .  

E. Chimneys: Two ex te r io r ,  one a t  the  ea s t  end of the  e l l ,  and one 
a t  the south s ide  of the  main block, and one i n t e r i o r  chimney have elaboratz 
caps with stone courses, stone inse t s ,  and corbelled courses of brick.  

F. Openings: , 
1. Doorways and doors: 'Ihe doorway consis ts  o f  a rectangular 

transom, flanking s ide l igh t s ,  and a four-paneled oak door. The surrounding 
simple symmetrically molded trim has quartered corner blocks. 

2. Windows: The windows a re  surrounded by trim similar  t o  t ha t  
on the doorway. Most of the  xiindows have one-over-one sash,  but some of 
them are  surrounded by small square l i gh t s  i n  the  Queen Anne fashion. 
Others have i n t r i c a t e  designs ~ i c k e d  out i n  leaded or  leaded and s ta ined 
glass .  Several of the  windows are i n  a t r i p a r t  arrangement r e f l ec t ing  the 
c l a s s i ca l  Palladian window. 

G. Roof: The gable roof is pierced by several  hipped dormers and 
a large hexagonal tower with a faceted conical tower, Several l a rge  gables 
add t o  the i n t e r e s t  of the roof l i ne .  A l l  the cornices are  made up of 
Eastlake brackets,  and cut  and ~ i e r c e d  f l a t  drops iden t ica l  t o  those on 
the porch; the  bargeboards a r e  a la rger  version of the  same motif. An 
iron c res t ing  of c i r c l e s  within squares highlights the ridges.  The roof i s  
covered with s l a t e .  

off  t he  dining room. 
B. Stairway: The winding, closed-string s t a i r  with heavy balusters ,  

and molded hand r a i l  ascends i n  the rear  of the  ha l l .  L C. Flooring: A 1 1  the  f loors  are  oak except the  l i v ing  room, which 
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D. Wall and ce i l i ng  f inish:  Plastered walls  and c e i l i n g  have been 
e i t he r  papered o r  painted. Paneled oak wainscoting is featured i n  the  h a l l  and 
the  dining room. Narrow v e r t i c a l  boards serve as wainscoting i n  the  downstairs 
south bedroom. 

E. Doorways and doors: The four-paneled oak doors a re  surrounded by 
synnnetrical t r i m  with corner blocks. 

F .  Trim: An i n t e r e s t i ng  feature  of the  house i s  triple-hung, 
s l i d ing  louvered shu t te r s  a t  a l l  the windows. Baseboards a re  employed. 

G .  Heating: Central heating i s  now employed i n  the  house, but the  
mantels and f i rep laces  remain. The mantel i n  the  south downstairs bedroom i s  
carved soapstone i n  a rococo s ty l e .  The elaborate mantel i n  the  nor th  room o r  
l iv ing room is topped by a mirror surrounded by a bay leaf  garland. The whole 
arrangement is decorated i n  r e l i e f  with urns,  swags, and bellf lowers covered w i t  
gold l ea f .  Engaged Ionic columns frame the  hearth opening, and white t i l e s  w i t 1  
gold l ea f  cover the  area between the  columns and the  opening. 

I V .  S i t e :  
A. General s e t t i n g  and or ientat ion:  The house is s e t  on a piece of 

high windswept ground near Fancy Gap. The s i t e  was chosen fo r  i ts  magnificent 
view across the h i l l s  t o  the  west. The house i s  v i s i b l e  fo r  several  miles 
approaching on Route 58 from the north. 

B. Outbuildings: An i ron  windmill and a stucco shed a r e  iwnediately 
eas t  of the  house. 
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Set i n  a cormanding posit ion i n  the h i l l s  of Carrol l  County, the  
Sidna Allen House i s  a remarkably r i ch  example of a Queen Anne s t y l e  
dwelling. The house would be worthy of note i n  any region, but i t s  
occurance i n  a remote area of ~ o u t h w e s t  Virginia gives it added d i s t i nc t ion .  
The house was designed by i t s  owners, J. Sidna Allen and h i s  wife, natives 
of the county, and was b u i l t  by Preston Dickens, a loca l  carpenter, i n  1911. 
Since Allen had dreamed of owning the f i n e s t  house i n  Carrol l  County for  
many years, t h i s  house i s  h i s  personal creat ion and a r ea l i za t ion  of tha t  
d r e a ~ .  

Sidna Allen was a member of the so-called "Allen Clan" tha t  was . ,  irlvu,ieu i n  ti~e*nt;.;,;l~aj.;;il:~i..ii.ie cassacre of 1912 ~Ic~~lmie!l ssve-re&. , 
peup%ri imc:u+iplr:.c.cr;w~ e$eicit+ls; ax+- :~tdgs. T > x u ~ - ~ ~ ~ M a s s + e ~  -?eFr s!mt 
and k i l l ed  i n  the county courtroom. A t  the time Sidna Allen's  brother ,  
Floyd, was on t r i a l  fo r  al legedly helping h i s  two nephews escape from 
poiice custody. After the  f i r s t  shot (whose source never has been accurate-y 
determined), a barrage'of f i r e  and general melee ensued. 

Sidna Allen, who always maintained h i s  innocence, was sentenced t o  
l i f e  imprisonment, along with several  others,  and two n~embersnf the Allen 
family were executed. I n  1926 Allen was pardoned by Governor Harry Byrd. 
k r i n g  h i s  tenure i n  prison, he learned the a r t  of furn i ture  making, and 
some of h i s  very elaborate pieces, made from many pieces and v a r i e t i e s  of 
wood, are  co l lec tors '  iter'ls. 

Soon a f t e r  the  shooting, Sidna Allen's house, f inished only one 
year before and n e v e r  cornpletely furnished, was confiscated by the stat.e. 
It was owned by Rawdon Weddle fo r  many years ,and i s  now i n  the possession 
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of Mrs. Keddle. I I 
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